
En route to climate neutral aviation

What needs to be done now:

Guarantee that only quantities of SAF and eFuels placed on the market in addition 
to those specified in the Renewable Energy Directive count towards meeting the  
sector-specific targets of the ReFuelEU aviation Regulation, in order to prevent existing 
renewable fuels from being shifted from one sector at the expense of another

Create support mechanisms to maintain the global competitiveness of  
European aviation sector and avoid carbon leakage

More ambitious targets

10 % SAF,  
thereof 2 % eFuels

2030
25 % SAF,  
thereof 5 % eFuels

2035
40 % SAF,  
thereof 14 % eFuels

2040
63 % SAF,  
thereof 33 % eFuels

2045 2050
75 % SAF,  
thereof 53 % eFuels

The ReFuelEU Aviation regulation offers a great 
opportunity to defossilise aviation. It is an important 
tool to support the necessary market ramp-up of 
synthetic fuels and incentivise further investments 
in renewable fuels. A mandatory quota for sustaina-
ble aviation fuels is a step in the right direction.

Mandatory quotas
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Aiming for more ambitious goals
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According to the current regulation proposal jet fuel 
suppliers at the 500 airports in the EU must guarantee a 
blend of at least 5 % sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) in 
2030. The quota also includes a sub-quota for synthetic 
fuels, so called eFuels, of 0.7 %. By 2050 the quotas 
should rise to 63 % SAF and 28 % eFuels. However, the 
ambition level is not high enough to accelerate the avia-
tion’s decarbonisation and to ensure that a climate neu-
tral aviation will be achieved by 2050. Higher quotas 
would also incentivise additional investments on the 
supply side of these fuels, where often lower environ-
mental standards apply. In addition, it has be guaran-
teed that only the quantities of SAF and eFuels placed 
on the market in addition to those specified in the Re-
newable Energy Directive are allowed to meet the sec-
tor-specific aviation targets of the ReFuelEU Regulation 
in order to prevent a diversion of existing renewable 
fuels to aviation at the expense of road transport.

Support mechanisms
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To avoid economic disadvantages in comparison 
to non-EU hubs, where often lower environmental 
standards apply, we recommend installing support 
mechanisms for the aviation industry. Possible 
solutions here are “Carbon Contracts for Differ-
ence”, IPCEIs or a reduction of national air traffic 
taxes to support the European aviation sector in 
its transition.

The eFuel Alliance is a stakeholder initiative committed to promoting the political and social acceptance of 
eFuels and to securing their regulatory approval. We represent more than 150 companies along the value chain 
of eFuel production. We are clearly committed to more climate protection and aim to win broader recognition 
of the significant contribution eFuels can make in the drive for sustainability and climate protection. 


