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eFuels as a building block for European resilience and defence
readiness: eFuel Alliance releases position paper

Berlin, 17 August 2026: The eFuel Alliance has released a new position paper, "eFuels For A Secure
And Resilient European Energy Supply,” arguing that renewable, electricity-based fuels are becoming
a matter of security policy. The paper responds to Europe's mounting exposure to fossil fuel imports, a
vulnerability laid bare by the war in Ukraine since 2022 and the 2026 conflict over Iran.

Imported fossil fuels covered around 58 percent of EU energy consumption in 2023, while renewables
made up only about 23 percent of final energy use. Nearly every vehicle used by civil protection
agencies, disaster relief services and the military still runs on liquid fuel. eFuels can be dropped
straight into existing vehicles, ships and aircraft without technical modification, and are chemically
compatible with NATO standard fuels.

"eFuels can no longer be discussed purely through the lens of climate and transport policy. Supply
security and resilience are becoming decisive factors for where industry chooses to invest. Europe
needs a diversified energy system, and eFuels are an essential part of that mix," says Ralf Diemer,
Director General of the eFuel Alliance.

The paper sets out three policy demands. First, production rules for renewable fuels of non-biological
origin (RFNBOs) need to become workable: the additionality requirement should be pushed back to
2035, existing projects should be grandfathered in, and industrial point sources should be added to the
list of eligible CO_2 inputs. Second, the upcoming revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED
IV) should introduce ambitious, sector-specific eFuel sub-quotas to create real market demand. Third,
investment in eFuel production capacity should count towards NATO's target of spending 5 percent of
GDP on defence — cutting import dependence while building up domestic industrial capacity. The
paper also calls for expanding double-sided auctions along the lines of H2Global, with more funding
and a wider range of eligible products such as eDiesel, to cover both military and civilian stockpiling
needs.

"No eFuel plant gets built on military demand alone. Civilian demand has to be there too, or the
investment case collapses. What we need is a regulatory framework that brings civilian and security
needs together," Diemer argues.

The push comes weeks after NATO approved its Fuel Supply Chain Capability Programme on 22 July
2026, committing roughly €27 billion to storage and distribution infrastructure — a sign of how central
fuel logistics have become to security planning. Against that backdrop, the eFuel Alliance is urging EU
lawmakers to use the upcoming revisions of the Renewable Energy Directive and the CO_2 fleet
standards to set a technology-neutral course geared towards resilience.

>>>The eFuel Alliance e.V.<<<

The eFuel Alliance is an interest group committed to promoting political and social acceptance of
eFuels and to securing their regulatory approval. We represent more than 160 companies,
associations and consumer organizations along the eFuel production value chain. We stand for fair
competition and equal competitive condition for all relevant emission reduction solutions. We are firmly
committed to further climate change mitigation and seek recognition for the significant part eFuels can
play in sustainability and climate protection. Our aim is to create the conditions for the industrial
production and widespread use of CO2-neutral fuels from renewable sources of energy.
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