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IMO Launches World’s First Global Carbon Pricing Scheme for
Shipping

Berlin, May 13, 2025: In a landmark move for international climate governance, the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) has adopted a comprehensive legal framework to drive the
decarbonization of global shipping. Accepted as draft guidelines during the 83rd session of the Marine
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) in April 2025, the so-called 'Net-Zero Framework' is
expected to be formally adopted in October. If adopted, the protocol will enter into force in 2027 and
aims to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions from international shipping by 2050.

For the first time, a UN agency has imposed mandatory emissions limits on an entire industry, coupled
with a binding global carbon pricing mechanism. The new rules will apply to all ocean-going vessels
over 5,000 gross tonnage, representing roughly 85% of global shipping emissions.

At the heart of the system is a hybrid model combining incentives and penalties: ships that exceed
emissions targets earn tradable carbon credits, while those that underperform face a tiered levy.
Vessels in Tier 1 — meeting the base target but with emissions above the direct compliance level —
pay €100 per tonne of CO, equivalent (tCO.e). Tier 2 ships, which meet only the minimum
requirement, face a higher charge of €380/tCO,e. Revenue will be directed to a newly established
IMO Climate Fund to support green technologies and ensure a just transition for developing countries.

“This framework marks a watershed moment in global climate policy,” said Ralf Diemer, CEO of the
eFuel Alliance. “For the first time, an entire global industry is subject to a binding emissions cap,
reinforced by real market signals. It's a bold step that will accelerate investment in clean shipping
technologies.”

The new rules create a strong market signal for climate-neutral fuels such as e-methanol and e-
ammonia, produced using renewable electricity. These fuels can exempt vessels from carbon charges
and generate substantial revenue through the sale of emissions credits. “This is a breakthrough
moment for eFuels,” Diemer added. “The combination of compliance certainty and financial upside
makes them an increasingly attractive option. A single containership saving 5,000 tonnes of CO,
annually could earn up to €1.9 million from carbon credit trading alone.”

The final regulatory text is expected to be adopted by October 2025. Following adoption, the
measures are expected to enter into force 16 months later.

>>>The eFuel Alliance e.V.<<<

The eFuel Alliance is an interest group committed to promoting political and social acceptance of
eFuels and to securing their regulatory approval. We represent more than 170 companies,
associations and consumer organizations along the eFuel production value chain. We stand for fair
competition and equal competitive condition for all relevant emission reduction solutions. We are firmly
committed to further climate change mitigation and seek recognition for the significant part eFuels can
play in sustainability and climate protection. Our aim is to create the conditions for the industrial
production and widespread use of CO2-neutral fuels from renewable sources of energy.
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